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SUBJECT: ItalianﬁFarn ilabor Strike

. If the strike of Italian farw laborers is not ended speedily, there is
danger of severs crop losses, cortinuation of bread rationing {now
scheduled to end 1 July), and increased violence, GUGxcept for rice (of
which there is, incidentally, a surplus from last year), relatively Little
erop loss appears to have cccuwrred bo date. 4 erueial situation, however,
is devdloping with the advent of the wheat hapvest season, Harvesting of
Italy's entire annual production of six million tons of wheat --two-thirds
of its total yearly rejuirement--should be corplete in the next six or
tight weeks, (Mature Wheat can rerain unharvested for only seven t¢ Len
days before rotting.,) The value of the Italian wheat crop is about equel
"to the proposed @555 millicn of LCA aid to Ita1y in the coming fiscal year;
the need to replace 2 considerable portion of the crop weuld seriously
retard Itallan sconomic recovery. . )
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Beginning in thé Po Valley amd Latium on 18 Nay, the strike has spread
over nost of agricultural Italy, and invclves more than 2 million 1abore¢$,
who were joined on 31 lay by the share-croppers, There hsve been sporadie
but inereasingly frequent clashes between the strikers and police, To
protest alleged police viclence, mne-day general strikes vere recently held
in four Po Valley provinees, znd lerge-scale sympathy welkecuts are
thrsatened by labor lesder, Di Vittorio. (The ieader of the Free Labor
Confoderation has admitted that the position of the landowrers is cemparatively
strong, becsuse of the weakness of the unions and the numerous unenployed
workers available as sirikebreakers.)
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Both the Italian Jeneral Confederation of Labor snd the Free Labor
Confederation, representing the work are demanding a national contract
setting uniform countPW~n1de wages and wmrk ing condlﬁlonu, but apparently ne
progress has yei been riade in this important issue. A netional cortract is
adamantly opposed by the landowners on the grounds that t%e wida variatinn
in farming costs and conditions in Italy dictate regional and local colutions
to labor problemsg The need for governmental interventicn to break this
impasse has become incrsd51ngly aprarent in view of the prospect of further
violence, the danger of gerious economic loss, and the possible consequent
weakening of the Government's popular support.

FOCTNOTE: This merorandun has not been coordinated with the int@¢11g@ncc
organization of the & Departrments of State, Arny, Navy, end the Air Force,
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